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AGRICULTURAL PRICES 
 

orth Dakota 
Prices received by farmers for 
spring wheat for April 2012 

averaged $8.10 per bushel, a 
decrease of 2 cents from the March 
2012 price. Soybeans, at $13.40 per 
bushel, increased 90 cents from the 
previous month while corn 
decreased 31 cents to $5.75 per 
bushel. 
 
 

nited States 
The preliminary All Farm Products Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers in April, at 177 percent, based on 1990-1992=100, 

decreased 7 points (3.8 percent) from March. The Crop Index is down 
5 points (2.4 percent) and the Livestock Index decreased 7 points 
(4.4 percent). 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prices Received for Field Crops – North Dakota, April 2012 with comparisons 

Item 
Entire Month Preliminary 

Apr 2011 Mar 2012 Apr 2012 

    
Wheat, all  ..................................................................... dollars/bushel 9.10 8.01 7.98 
   Spring  ........................................................................ dollars/bushel 9.31 8.12 8.10 
   Durum  ....................................................................... dollars/bushel 8.63 8.16 8.00 
   Winter ......................................................................... dollars/bushel 7.28 6.49 6.00 
Barley, all ...................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.16 5.42 5.60 
   Feed  .......................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.09 4.92 4.80 
   Malting  ....................................................................... dollars/bushel 4.18 5.48 5.80 
Oats .............................................................................. dollars/bushel 3.07 3.08 (D) 
Sunflower, all ...................................................................... dollars/cwt 28.40 28.80 28.00 
   Oil  ................................................................................... dollars/cwt 29.40 26.30 (D) 
   Non-oil  ............................................................................ dollars/cwt 26.50 31.30 (D) 
Canola ................................................................................ dollars/cwt 24.80 27.10 28.70 
Soybeans  ..................................................................... dollars/bushel 12.40 12.50 13.40 
Flaxseed  ....................................................................... dollars/bushel 13.50 13.80 14.60 
Corn  ............................................................................. dollars/bushel 5.83 6.06 5.75 
Beans, all dry edible ........................................................... dollars/cwt 26.80 45.80 45.40 
   Pinto  ............................................................................... dollars/cwt 26.10 47.10 (D) 
   Navy  ............................................................................... dollars/cwt 31.40 44.50 (D) 
Potatoes, all  ....................................................................... dollars/cwt 9.25 9.35 (D) 
   Fresh 

1
 ............................................................................. dollars/cwt 13.40 12.20 (D) 

   Processing  ...................................................................... dollars/cwt 7.90 7.45 (D) 
Baled hay, all 

2
 ..................................................................... dollars/ton 61.00 68.00 71.00 

   Alfalfa 
2
 ............................................................................. dollars/ton 64.00 78.00 75.00 

   Other 
2
 .............................................................................. dollars/ton 44.00 56.00 53.00 

      (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
      (S)  Insufficient number of reports to establish an estimate. 
         1

 Fresh market prices only, includes table stock.   
         2

 Alfalfa, other and all hay are mid-month prices only.   
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COUNTY LEVEL CATTLE INVENTORY  
 
Cattle Inventory – North Dakota by County:  January 1, 2012 

County All cattle Beef cows Milk cows 

 (head) (head) (head) 

Adams ........................................  37,500 15,000 (D) 
Barnes........................................  23,500 12,600 100 
Benson .......................................  27,000 13,100 (D) 
Billings........................................  30,000 18,700 (D) 
Bottineau ....................................  16,800 10,200 (D) 
Bowman .....................................  49,500 21,000 - 

Burke .........................................  13,300 (D) - 

Burleigh ......................................  62,000 32,000 300 

Cass ...........................................  11,200 5,500 100 
Cavalier ......................................  3,100 (D) - 
    
Dickey ........................................  46,500 21,000 300 

Divide .........................................  15,700 9,200 - 

Dunn ..........................................  77,000 44,000 200 

Eddy ...........................................  20,000 10,200 - 

Emmons .....................................  66,000 31,500 1,100 

Foster .........................................  19,300 7,200 (D) 

Golden Valley .............................  22,500 (D) (D) 

Grand Forks ...............................  19,600 (D) (D) 

Grant ..........................................  60,000 35,500 300 

Griggs ........................................  16,000 8,100 (D) 
    
Hettinger ....................................  16,400 9,300 400 

Kidder ........................................  60,000 33,000 200 

LaMoure .....................................  39,000 15,500 400 

Logan .........................................  58,000 22,500 400 

McHenry .....................................  72,000 33,500 1,100 

McIntosh ....................................  42,000 18,500 900 

McKenzie ...................................  61,000 37,000 100 

McLean ......................................  34,000 19,100 500 

Mercer ........................................  34,000 21,000 (D) 

Morton ........................................  88,000 44,000 3,600 
    
Mountrail ....................................  30,500 20,000 (D) 

Nelson ........................................  9,600 (D) (D) 

Oliver .........................................  48,000 18,900 900 

Pembina .....................................  8,500 (D) - 

Pierce .........................................  27,500 14,900 300 

Ramsey ......................................  4,600 2,300 - 

Ransom ......................................  35,500 16,800 500 

Renville ......................................  6,900 (D) (D) 

Richland .....................................  31,000 14,600 (D) 

Rolette........................................  25,500 14,300 (D) 
    
Sargent ......................................  20,500 (D) (D) 

Sheridan .....................................  19,400 11,900 200 

Sioux ..........................................  40,000 26,000 100 

Slope ..........................................  29,500 17,300 - 

Stark ..........................................  57,000 27,000 1,000 

Steele .........................................  4,700 2,500 - 

Stutsman ....................................  54,000 25,500 1,000 

Towner .......................................  6,000 (D) (D) 

Traill ...........................................  4,500 900 - 

Walsh .........................................  9,900 (D) (D) 

    
Ward ..........................................  29,000 17,900 (D) 

Wells ..........................................  22,000 (D) (D) 

Williams ......................................  25,000 (D) (D) 

    
Combined Counties ....................  - 83,000 4,000 

State Total ..................................  1,690,000 862,000 18,000 

-  Represents zero.        
(D)  Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
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COUNTY LEVEL CATTLE INVENTORY  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WINTER WHEAT PRODUCTION & HAY STOCKS 
 

orth Dakota 
Winter wheat producers reported they expect to 

harvest 34.6 million bushels from the 2012 North 
Dakota winter wheat crop. This is up 149 percent from 
last year and 96 percent above the 2010 level.  Yield 
for this year’s crop is forecast at 48 bushels per 
harvested acre, up 11 bushels from last year. A total 
of 720,000 acres of winter wheat are expected to be 
harvested, up from 375,000 last year and 320,000 in 
2010.  Farmers in the state seeded 750,000 acres of 
winter wheat last fall. This is up 88 percent from the 
previous year and 127 percent above the acres 
planted for the 2010 crop year.  
 
Hay stocks on North Dakota farms totaled 1.7 million 
tons on May 1, up 36 percent from last year and 
30 percent above the 2010 level. Disappearance for 
the period December 2011 through April 2012 was 
4.4 million tons, compared to 4.1 million tons a year 
earlier. 
  

nited States 
Total U.S. winter wheat production is forecast 

at 1.69 billion bushels, up 13 percent from 2011. The 

area expected to be harvested for grain or seed totals 

35.6 million acres, up 10 percent from last year. 

Based on May 1 conditions, the United States yield is 

forecast at 47.6 bushels per acre, up 1.4 bushels from 

last year. 

 

All hay stored on farms May 1, 2012, totaled 

21.4 million tons, down 4 percent from a year ago. 

Disappearance from December 1, 2011 - May 1, 2012 

totaled 69.3 million tons, compared with 79.9 million 

tons for the same period a year ago. This is the 

smallest disappearance since 1985. 
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UPCOMING NASS SURVEYS  

 

Mid-year USDA Agricultural Survey data collection starts 

May 29 and runs through July 13. The specific survey titles 

are the Agricultural Resource Management Study 

(Phase 1), June Quarterly Crops/Stocks Survey, June 

Quarterly Hog Survey, June Area Frame Survey 

(annually), July Cattle Survey, and July Milk Production. 

These surveys are used in estimating the planted and 

harvested acreage for principle crops, the amount of stored 

grain, livestock inventories and more. Without the data from 

these surveys, policymakers, farm organizations and others 

who make critical decisions that affect farmers/ranchers 

would make those decisions based on opinion rather than 

fact and that’s dangerous. 

 

The Small Grains Variety Survey collects information on 

barley and wheat (Durum, spring and winter) varieties grown 

in North Dakota. The North Dakota Wheat Commission and 

the American Malting Barley Association provide supporting 

funds for this survey. The survey period is May 29 - June 30. 

This provides a snapshot of the different barley and wheat 

varieties grown in North Dakota and the first district level 

planted acreage estimates for these crops. 

 

The following is a schedule of upcoming NASS reports for 

May-July. Most of these reports will be published in 

upcoming Farm Reporters. For more immediate information, 

call our office at 701-239-5306 or 1-800-626-3134 after the 

release time or go online to:  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/nd/. 

 
 
These are the following release dates: 
 

                                                       May CDT 

Crop Production…………………… 10  7:30 am 

Agricultural Chemical Usage…….. 16 2:00 pm 

Agricultural Prices…………………. 31 2:00 pm 

   

                                                      June CDT 

Crop Production…………………… 12 7:30 am 

Potato Stocks……………………… 13 2:00 pm 

Agricultural Prices…………………. 28 2:00 pm 

U.S. Hog and Pigs Report………... 29 2:00 pm 

Acreage Report……………………. 29 7:30 am 

Grain Stocks Report………………. 29 7:30 am 

   

                                                       July CDT 

Crop Production…………………… 11 7:30 am 

Barley Varieties Release…………. 13 2:00 pm 

Milk Production……………………. 19 2:00 pm 

Wheat Varieties Release…………. 20 2:00 pm 

U.S. Cattle Report………………… 20 2:00 pm 

Agricultural Prices………………… 31 2:00 pm 
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